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government and administration to be applied to such colonies
was determined. In Britain it was an era in which liberal ideas,
which ever since the French Revolution had been regarded
by the governing classes generally with fear and disgust, at
last acquired the social respectability which is a highly efficient
instrument invented by governing classes for sterilizing danger-
ous ideas. Liberal doctrine required that people should be free
and that peoples should enjoy self-government or responsible
government. If they were uncivilized and therefore incapable
of self-government they could and should providentially be
ruled by Englishmen until such time as they became civilized
and capable of managing their own affairs. These were the ideas
which moulded the theory and practice of colonial government
in its early days, and they were reinforced by historical memory
and events connected with those British colonies inhabited not
by primitive coloured peoples, but by white emigrants from
the Mother Country. No people have a longer or profounder
historical memory than we have and we have never forgotten
how and why we lost our American colonies. Our treatment
of what are now the Dominions was largely determined by
the lessons which we learnt from George III, Lord North, and
Edmund Burke. Canada, Australia, and New Zealand passed
inevitably, so it seemed, from tutelage to freedom, from the
government of Downing Street through self-government to
responsible government. So it had been ordained by Providence
who in the nineteenth century had clearly become a Liberal,
if not a member of the Liberal Party.

The Crown Colony type of government, which is prevalent
in our African territories, is the direct result of these historical
events and political ideas. The day to day administration is
carried on by a British Civil Servant. Above him are the Governor
and central government, to whom he is responsible and whose
orders and ordinances he has to carry out. Below him are the
Africans whom he rules paternally through a native staff, emirs,
chiefs, courts, and native councils or tribal organization, as the
case may be. The central government has as its head a Governor,